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□ ™ s re P° rt is ^° accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.) : 



the international application as originally filed. 



| | the description, pages 



□ 



the claims, 



pages 
pages 
pages 

Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



□ 



the drawings, 



nhf^t fi u 
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sheets/fig 
sheets /fig 
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, as originally filed, 

, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
j j the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

j j the drawings, sheets/fig 



3 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
" I 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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V. Resoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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1-? 
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Claims 1-7 
Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 

Cited document: 

Dl: EP554961, (col. 6, line, 56 - col. 7, line 25) 

The claimed invention is related to a method for maintaining 
the pressure difference in a heat treatment plant for liquid 
food products. In the heat treatment plant use is made of 
already pasteurised product to heat incoming, cold, product. 
Care must be taken to avoid leakage from the unpasteurised 
product into the pasteurised product- The risk is avoided by 
maintaining an overpressure on the pasteurised product. Due to 
production disturbances, like return strokes, keeping the 
overpressure is sometimes a problem. 

According to claim 1-2, the pressure difference is maintained 
in that the treated product is enclosed in a conduit on the 
downstream side of the plant and the space for the product is 
restricted by enclosing the product between a return stroke 
valve and a shut-off valve. 

From Dl a method for heat treatment of a product is known. The 
method comprises a control unit measuring the pressure 
difference between the incoming, cold product and the 
outgoing, hot product. When the prescribed pressure difference 
cannot be kept, the product is enclosed. This is done by 
closing a product pump and changing a multi way valve, to 
short-circuit the product, coming from the pasteuriser. 

The invention, according to claims 1-2, therefore is not 
novel . 

The invention according to claims 3-7 is novel and is not 
considered to be obvious. The invention, according to claims 
3-7, therefore involves an inventive step. 

The invention is also considered to be industrially 
applicable . 
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3. 1 I The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 
international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 
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filed with the international application. 
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furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

1 1 but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include 
matter going beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed. 
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transcribed by this Authority. 


4. With regard to the title, |X | 


the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 


5. With regard to the abstract, 






the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 


□ 


the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b) t by this Authority as it appears 
in Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this inter- 
national search report, submit comments to this Authority. 


6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. 1 PG as suggested by the applicant. Q None ofxhe figures. 
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because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
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because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a method of maintaining the pressure difference in a heat treatment plant such as, for example, a pasteuriser 
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